


9 Introduction Letter  

9 Suggestions for Voter Registration Campaigns 

9 Hawaii Family Forum/Hawaii Catholic Conference 
“Guidelines for Churches and Pastors During an Election 
Year 

9 2008 Hawaii Election Dates to Remember 

9 Factsheet on Voter Registration 

9 “How to: Conduct a Voter Registration Drive in Your 
Church” 

9 Factsheet:  Duplication of the WikiWiki Voter 
Registration Form 

9 WikiWiki Registration Form (may be duplicated) 

9 Factsheet:  Duplication of the Absentee Voter Ballot 

9 Wikiwiki Absentee Ballot Form 

9 Message Outline (sermon/homily notes) 

9 Bulletin Inserts 

9 Form CD (with all forms in this packet) 

9 “It’s My Kuleana” Poster will be available soon! 

2008 Election Kit Table of Contents2008 Election Kit Table of Contents  

 THINGS TO DO (CHECKLIST) Deadline 

� Appoint contact person in church August 8, 2008 

� Set up voter registration tables in church At least 2 weeks before  
deadline 

� Voter Registration (Primary) deadline August 22, 2008 

� Voter Registration (General) deadline October 6, 2008 

� Deadline to order General Election Guides (newspaper style) October 8, 2008 

� Deadline to order Primary Election voter guiders (newspaper style) August 20, 2008 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A JOINT COMMUNITY EFFORT 
 
                  Date:            August 4, 2008 

 
To:    Pastors & Church Liaisons 

From:    Eva Andrade 

RE:    2008 HFF Voter Registration Campaign 

Election season is again upon us!  The Hawaii Family Forum in partnership with the Hawaii 
Catholic Conference will again be assisting churches and others in our community as they 
participate in this election season  There are three phases to this project: 
 
Phase I ‐‐ Voter Registration/General Education:  (Voter Registration) 

The first phase is ensuring people in your community are registered to vote.  That’s where 
the enclosed voter registration information will come in handy should you decide to have 
a voter registration campaign in your church.  Additional voter registration forms found 
this packet are available on our website at:  www.hawaiifamilyforum.org.  During the 
process you can call us at (808) 203‐6704 if you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns.   

Phase II – Voter Education/Candidate Surveys:   
 
The second phase is helping the community understand the positions of candidates who 
are running for public office.  To that end, the Hawaii Family Forum and the Hawaii 
Catholic Conference, are once again surveying candidates for office.  This survey is non‐
partisan and is solely intended to help educate voters on candidates’ positions on varied 
issues.  As you already know, both organizations are 501(c)(3) organizations and will 
NEVER endorse political candidates or political parties.   
 
The results of the candidate surveys will again be available to you and your 
congregations 
 
Enclosed is an order form for your usage.  Upon receipt of your order, and as the guides 
are completed, the surveys will be delivered /mailed to you at NO CHARGE to your church.   
With your assistance, we expect to distribute more than 125,000 copies of the survey and 
potentially reach as many as 250,000 people statewide.   
 
The results of the survey will also be printed in the Hawaii Catholic Herald and various 
other forms of print media. 
 
Phase III: Get Out & Vote/Voting: It’s My Kuleana: 
 
In this phase, we want to help YOU get the people in your churches out to the polls to 
vote.  In this packet you will find sermon notes to aid you in that process.  And, as always, 
we will provide you with any additional resources that you require. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support.    
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Suggestions for Voter Education Campaigns 

Date:    August 5, 2008 

To:    Pastors & Church Liaisons 

From:    Eva Andrade 

Aloha!  Now is the time to start planning a voter registration drive within your church for the 
Primary and General Elections!   Enclosed  is a packet of materials to assist you  in the 2008 
Voter Education Project.   

The first thing you need to do is get your pastor’s permission and then appoint someone in 
your congregation  to be  the contact person  for  this very  important project.   Once  that 
person is designated, please have that person read the enclosed instructions in its entirety 
BEFORE they begin preparations for your church educational campaign.   

Ten Easy Steps for Organizing a Non‐partisan Voter Registration Drive 

1. Meet with your pastor and thoroughly discuss the plans for the non‐partisan drive. Solicit 
ideas from him on how to make it successful.  If appropriate, obtain the approval of the 
parish/church council.  You may want to discuss the following: 

• Using bulletin inserts on issues and/or bulletin quotes during the weeks preceding 
the election.  Bulletin quotes are available in this packet and at 
http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org/ and/or http://www.ivotevalues.org. 

• Publicizing the voter registration drive in the bulletin and in the announcements at 
church services two weeks and again one week prior to the drive (see the sample 
bulletin announcements at the end of this memo). 

• Putting fliers and/or posters at the back of the church, in the hall, and at other 
appropriate locations. 

• Putting tables outside church after the church services one weekend to conduct a 
non‐partisan registration drive. 

• Including a message in the sermon/homily about the Church’s teaching on civic 
responsibility on the weekend preceding your registration drive and/or the weekend 
preceding the election.  Ideas for homilists/sermons are available in this packet and 
can be downloaded at http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org/ and 
http://www.ivotevalues.org. 

2. Form a committee if you need help conducting the drive.  Committee members can help 
research voter registration laws, recruit volunteers, and carry out publicity.  In order to avoid the 
appearance of partisanship, be sure to include members of all major political parties. 

3. Learn the registration procedures:  Requirements for our state is included in this packet. 
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4. Choose a weekend to conduct the drive after church services:  The deadline to register for 
the Primary Election is August 22, 2008.  We recommend that you conduct your registration 
drive for two weekends prior to that date.  For the General Election, the registration deadline is 
October 6, 2008.  We once again recommend that you conduct your drives the two prior 
weekends. 

5. Recruit volunteers to help with registration after each church service on the weekend you 
have chosen.  Be clear about how many volunteers you need (ideally, one for every exit after 
each Saturday and Sunday service).  You may want to ask your community fellowship or 
community club, the social concerns committee, or other church organizations to help identify 
volunteers.  Be sure to have Spanish‐speaking volunteers and Spanish language forms if 
appropriate for your church community.  (Contact your local Office of Elections for voter 
registration forms produced in other languages.)  Also, to avoid the appearance of partisanship, 
make sure your volunteers include members of all major political parties. 

6. Meet or telephone each volunteer and make sure he or she knows the process your church is 
using.  Tell your volunteers when and where they will be needed and for how long; what they 
need to do to be deputized as registrars; where they will find registration materials on the day of 
the drive; what they are to do with the registrations when they are finished.  (We have included 
in this mailing information regarding the State of Hawaii elections process and how to become a 
certified deputy registrar.)  Be sure to advise volunteers that they must keep the drive non‐
partisan.  Absolutely no comments or suggestions can be made about how a person should 
register or how a person should vote in the election. 

7. Publicize your registration drive: You can use bulletin announcements, pulpit announcements, 
fliers, posters, and other materials.  At the end of this memo we have included a sample bulletin 
announcement. 

8. Conduct the drive. 

• Keep it non‐partisan!  Absolutely no suggestions can be made about how people 
should register.  No materials relating to candidates, political parties, or issues 
involved in the campaign or of interest to the parish or sponsoring organization 
(including voter education materials) should be distributed as part of the voter 
registration process.  Make sure your volunteers include members of all major 
political parties. 

• Set up the tables, one at each exit, with plenty of pens, registration forms, and 
instructions for volunteers. 

9. Follow up. 

• Make sure all completed registration forms are returned to the election office. 
• Thank your volunteers and your pastor for their cooperation. 
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•  

10.  Get out the vote!  On the weekend before the election, use bulletin inserts, pulpit 
announcements, the homily/sermon, fliers, and other materials to encourage your church 
community to vote.  If you know of someone who may need a ride to the polls, try to arrange 
one.  

Note:  For elderly community members and people who may have mobility issues, encourage 
them to vote absentee.  Those forms are also included in this packet. 

Below is a sample bulletin and/or pulpit announcements. 

Sample Bulletin Announcements for Voter Registration 
Two weeks—and again one week—prior to the drive: 

“We will be conducting a non‐partisan voter registration drive after all services on 
Saturday and Sunday (name the dates and where the tables will be set up.)” 

For Catholic Churches:  “As our bishops remind us, "In the Catholic Tradition, 
responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral 
obligation” Faithful Citizenship, No. 13. We urge you to register and vote in the 
upcoming election. There will be tables at each exit with registration cards. If you are 
not registered or have moved recently, please take time to register.” 

For All Other Churches:  “When we vote, we help determine who will lead our nation, 
make our laws, and protect our freedoms.  We urge you to register and vote in the 
upcoming election. There will be tables at each exit with registration cards. If you are 
not registered or have moved recently, please take time to register.” 

On the day of the drive: 

Today we are conducting a non‐partisan voter registration drive. Forms are available 
on tables at each exit. If you are not registered, please stop and fill out one of the 
registration forms. As Catholics (Christians), we have an obligation to promote the 
common good by exercising our right to vote. We urge you to register today. 

We thank you for taking the time to plan a voter registration drive in your church.  
Remember that during the process you can call us at (808) 203‐6704 if you have any 
questions, comments or concerns.   
 



ELECTION 2008 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Primary Election 2008  

Vote on Saturday, September 20, 2008  

7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

     Registration Deadline (Primary)  

Register to vote for the Primary Election 
before August 21, 2008, 4:30pm.  

 

General Election 2008  
 
Vote on Tuesday, November 4, 2008  
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

 

      Registration Deadline (General)  

Register to vote for the General Election 
before October 6, 2008, 4:30pm.  

 

 

 

Absentee Ballot Application - Primary Election 
mail-in dates  

Absentee ballot applications will be accepted 
from July 22, 2008 to September 13, 2008 
for the Primary Election.  

Absentee Ballot Application - General Election 
mail-in dates  

Absentee ballot applications will be accepted 
from July 22, 2008 to October 28, 2008 for 
the General Election.  

Absentee Voting (In-Person) - Primary Election 
dates  

You may vote in-person from September 8, 
2008 to September 18, 2008 for the Primary 
Election. Locations determined by your 
County Clerks office. Times may vary slightly 
at each location.  

Absentee Voting (In-Person) - General Election 
dates  

You may vote in-person from October 21, 2008 
to November 1, 2008 for the General Election. 
Locations determined by your County Clerks 
office. Times may vary slightly at each location.  

Listed below are important election events. Please click on an item to view more information such as dates and times. 

For more information visit us on the web at:  http://www.hawaiifamilyforum.org or http://www.catholichawaii.org 

www.hawaii.gov/elections 



right” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1778). We Catholics have a lifelong 
obligation to form our consciences in accord with human reason, enlightened by 
the teaching of Christ as it comes to us through the Church.

The Virtue of Prudence
The Church also encourages Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, 
which enables us “to discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose 
the right means of achieving it” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1806). 
Prudence shapes and informs our ability to deliberate over available alternatives, 
to determine what is most fi tting to a specifi c context, and to act. Prudence must 
be accompanied by courage which calls us to act. As Catholics seek to advance 
the common good, we must carefully discern which public policies are morally 
sound. A good end does not justify an immoral means. At times Catholics may 
choose different ways to respond to social problems, but we cannot differ on our 
obligation to protect human life and dignity and help build through moral means 
a more just and peaceful world.

Doing Good and Avoiding Evil
There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because 
they are always incompatible with love of God and neighbor. These intrinsically 
evil acts must always be rejected and never supported. A preeminent example is 
the intentional taking of human life through abortion. It is always morally wrong 
to destroy innocent human beings. A legal system that allows the right to life to 
be violated on the grounds of choice is fundamentally fl awed.

Similarly, direct threats to the dignity of human life such as euthanasia, 
human cloning, and destructive research on human embryos are also intrinsically 
evil and must be opposed. Other assaults on human life and dignity, such as 
genocide, torture, racism, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or 
war, can never be justifi ed. Disrespect for any human life diminishes respect for 
all human life.

As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A candidate’s position on a 
single issue is not suffi cient to guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s 
position on a single issue that involves an intrinsic evil, such as support for legal 
abortion or the promotion of racism, may legitimately lead a voter to disqualify a 
candidate from receiving support.1

Opposition to intrinsically evil acts also prompts us to recognize our 
positive duty to contribute to the common good and act in solidarity with 
those in need. Both opposing evil and doing good are essential. As Pope John 
Paul II said, “the fact that only the negative commandments oblige always 
and under all circumstances does not mean that in the moral life prohibitions 
are more important than the obligation to do good indicated by the positive 
commandment” (Encyclical Veritatis Splendor, no. 52). The basic right to life 
implies and is linked to other human rights to the goods that every person 
needs to live and thrive—including food, shelter, health care, education, and 
meaningful work. The use of the death penalty, hunger, lack of health care 
or housing, human traffi cking, the human and moral costs of war, and unjust 
immigration policies are some of the serious moral issues that challenge our 
consciences and require us to act.

Making Moral Choices
Diffi cult political decisions require the exercise of a well-formed conscience aided 
by prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing policies 
that violate human life or weaken its protection. “Those who formulate law 

This brief document is a summary of the United States bishops’ refl ection Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. 
It complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states. A large-print version of this document is available free at www.faithfulcitizenship.org.

The Challenge of 
Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship

Our nation faces political challenges that demand urgent moral choices. 
We are a nation at war, with all of its human costs; a country often 
divided by race and ethnicity; a nation of immigrants struggling with 

immigration. We are an affl uent society where too many live in poverty; part 
of a global community confronting terrorism and facing urgent threats to our 
environment; a culture built on families, where some now question the value of 
marriage and family life. We pride ourselves on supporting human rights, but we 
fail even to protect the fundamental right to life, especially for unborn children.

We bishops seek to help Catholics form their consciences in accordance 
with the truth, so they can make sound moral choices in addressing these 
challenges. We do not tell Catholics how to vote. The responsibility to make political 
choices rests with each person and his or her properly formed conscience.

Why Does the Church Teach About 
Issues Affecting Public Policy?
The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of society is 
a requirement of our faith, a part of the mission given to us by Jesus Christ. Faith 
helps us see more clearly the truth about human life and dignity that we also 
understand through human reason. As people of both faith and reason, Catholics 
are called to bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s commandment 
to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).  According to Pope Benedict XVI, “charity 
must animate the entire lives of the lay faithful and therefore also their political 
activity, lived as ‘social charity’” (Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, no. 29).

The United States Constitution protects the right of individual believers 
and religious bodies to participate and speak out without government inter-
ference, favoritism, or discrimination. Civil law should recognize and protect the 
Church’s right and responsibility to participate in society without abandoning our 
central moral convictions. Our nation’s tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not 
threatened, when religious groups and people of faith bring their convictions into 
public life. The Catholic community brings to the political dialogue a consistent 
moral framework and broad experience serving those in need.

Who in the Church Should Participate in Political Life?
In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in 
political life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we should be guided more by our 
moral convictions than by our attachment to a political party or interest group. 
In today’s environment, Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing 
that no party and few candidates fully share our comprehensive commitment 
to human life and dignity. Catholic lay women and men need to act on the 
Church’s moral principles and become more involved: running for offi ce, working 
within political parties, and communicating concerns to elected offi cials. Even 
those who cannot vote should raise their voices on matters that affect their lives 
and the common good.

How Does the Church Help Catholics to Address 
Political and Social Questions?

A Well-Formed Conscience
The Church equips its members to address political questions by helping them 
develop well-formed consciences. “Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby 
the human person recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act. . . . [Every 
person] is obliged to follow faithfully what he [or she] knows to be just and 



therefore have an obligation in conscience to work toward correcting morally 
defective laws, lest they be guilty of cooperating in evil and in sinning against 
the common good” (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops [USCCB], 
Catholics in Political Life).

When morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed 
to determine how to do what is possible to restore justice—even if partially or 
gradually—without ever abandoning a moral commitment to full protection 
for all human life from conception to natural death (see Pope John Paul II, 
Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, no. 73).

Prudential judgment is also needed to determine the best way to promote 
the common good in areas such as housing, health care, and immigration. When 
Church leaders make judgments about how to apply Catholic teaching to specific 
policies, this may not carry the same binding authority as universal moral principles but 
cannot be dismissed as one political opinion among others. These moral applications 
should inform the consciences and guide the actions of Catholics.

What Does the Church Say About Catholic Social 
Teaching in the Public Square?—Seven Key Themes
A consistent ethic of life should guide all Catholic engagement in political life. 
This Catholic ethic neither treats all issues as morally equivalent nor reduces 
Catholic teaching to one or two issues. It anchors the Catholic commitment to 
defend human life and other human rights, from conception until natural death, 
in the fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a 
child of God.

Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ 
positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, 
and performance. It is important for all citizens “to see beyond party politics, 
to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to choose their political leaders 
according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-interest” (USCCB, Living 
the Gospel of Life, no. 33). The following themes of Catholic social teaching 
provide a moral framework for decisions in public life.2

The Right to Life and the Dignity of the Human Person
Human life is sacred. Direct attacks on innocent human beings are never 
morally acceptable. Within our society, life is under direct attack from abortion, 
euthanasia, human cloning, and destruction of human embryos for research. 
These intrinsic evils must always be opposed. This teaching also compels us 
as Catholics to oppose genocide, torture, unjust war, and the use of the death 
penalty, as well as to pursue peace and help overcome poverty, racism, and other 
conditions that demean human life.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The family, based on marriage between a man and a woman, is the fundamental 
unit of society. This sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of children must not 
be redefined, undermined, or neglected. Supporting families should be a priority 
for economic and social policies. How our society is organized—in economics 
and politics, in law and public policy—affects the well-being of individuals and 
of society. Every person and association has a right and a duty to participate in 
shaping society to promote the well-being of individuals and the common good.

Rights and Responsibilities
Every human being has a right to life, the fundamental right that makes all other 
rights possible. Each of us has a right to religious freedom, which enables us to 
live and act in accord with our God-given dignity, as well as a right to access 
to those things required for human decency—food and shelter, education and 
employment, health care and housing. Corresponding to these rights are duties 
and responsibilities—to one another, to our families, and to the larger society.

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
While the common good embraces all, those who are in greatest need deserve 
preferential concern. A moral test for society is how we treat the weakest among 
us—the unborn, those dealing with disabilities or terminal illness, the poor  
and marginalized.

Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Economic justice 
calls for decent work at fair, living wages, opportunities for legal status for 
immigrant workers, and the opportunity for all people to work together for 
the common good through their work, ownership, enterprise, investment, 
participation in unions, and other forms of economic activity.

Solidarity
We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, 
and ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment to solidarity requires 
that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, end human trafficking, protect 
human rights, seek peace, and avoid the use of force except as a necessary 
last resort.

Caring for God’s Creation
Care for the earth is a duty of our Catholic faith. We all are called to be careful 
stewards of God’s creation and to ensure a safe and hospitable environment for 
vulnerable human beings now and in the future.

Conclusion
In light of Catholic teaching, as bishops we vigorously repeat our call for a 
renewed politics that focuses on moral principles, the defense of life, the 
needs of the weak, and the pursuit of the common good. This kind of political 
participation reflects the social teaching of our Church and the best traditions of 
our nation.

Notes
1 	 For more on the moral challenge of voting, see Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, nos. 

34-39. Visit www.faithfulcitizenship.org.
2 	 These themes are drawn from a rich tradition more fully described in the Compendium of the 

Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace (Washington, 
DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005). For more information on these 
seven themes, see www.faithfulcitizenship.org. For information on how we bishops of the United 
States have applied Catholic social teaching to policy issues, see www.faithfulcitizenship.org.
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OFFICE OF ELECTIONS 
State of Hawaii 

DWAYNE D. YOSHINA
Chief Election Officer

  
FACTSHEET 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
  
WHO IS QUALIFIED TO REGISTER TO VOTE? 
  
Pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Hawaii, Article II, Section 1, a voter registration applicant shall meet the following 
qualifications: 
  
 1. A citizen of the United States 
  

Individuals born in Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas 
Islands after November 1986 are considered U.S. citizens.   
  
U.S. Nationals, such as individuals born in American Samoa are not normally qualified to vote (unless they are also 
natural born or a naturalized U.S. citizen). 

  
 2. A resident of the State of Hawaii 
  

For voter registration and election purposes, a resident must maintain a residence in the State of Hawaii and intend to 
make Hawaii their permanent residence at the time of registration. 

  
 3. At least eighteen years of age 
  

Be 18 years old by election day to vote. 
  
The Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §11-12 allows an individual who is otherwise qualified to register and is at least 
sixteen years of age, to pre-register upon satisfactory proof of age and be automatically registered upon reaching age 
eighteen. 

  
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS (OHA) REGISTRATION ELIGIBILITY 
  
In accordance with the U.S. Supreme court ruling in Rice v. Cayetano, all registered voters are qualified to vote in OHA 
elections.  
 
RE-REGISTRATION 
  
Any registered voter, who changes residence from one precinct or county to another, shall notify the clerk and change the registration 
to the proper precinct or county by the appropriate registration deadline. 
  
Re-registration is required for the following: 
  

1. 1.      You legally change your name. 
  
2. 2.      You moved since last election and your residence is now in a different location in the State of Hawaii. 
  
3. 3.      You changed your mailing address in the State of Hawaii since the last election. 

  
HOW DO I REGISTER? 
  
An “Affidavit on Application for Voter Registration” may be found in/at the following: 

  
• ·        City/County Clerk’s Offices  
• ·        Hawaii State Libraries 
• ·        Office of Election’s website – download format  
• ·        Satellite City Halls 
• ·        State agencies 
• ·        U. S. Post Offices 
• ·        Verizon phone directory 

  



The affidavit on Application for Voter Registration is a self-subscribing oath that contains the following information: 
  
1. 1.      Name 
  
2. 2.      Social security number 
  
3. 3.      Date of birth 
  
4. 4.      Residence, including mailing address 
  
5. 5.      That the residence stated in the affidavit is not simply because of the person’s presence in the State but that the 

residence was acquired with the intent to make Hawaii the person’s legal residence with all the accompanying obligations 
therein. 

  
6. 6.      That the person is a citizen 
  
7. 7.      The applicant shall then affix the applicant’s signature to the affidavit. 

  
2006 REGISTRATION DEADLINES 
  
   Primary Election: August 22, 2008 
   General Election: October 6, 2008 
  
WHERE DO I SUBMIT MY COMPLETED AFFIDAVIT ON APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION? 

  
Completed Affidavits on Application for Voter Registration shall be submitted to your City/County Clerk. 
  

City and County of Honolulu  County of Kauai 
  530 South King Street   4396 Rice Street, Rm. 106 
  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813   Lihue, Hawaii 96766 
  Phone:  523-4293    Phone: 241-6350  
  
  County of Maui    County of Hawaii 
  200 South High Street, Rm. 708  25 Aupuni Street, Rm. 105 
  Wailuku, Hawaii 96793   Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
  Phone:  270-7749    Phone:  961-8277 
  
CLASS C FELONY 
  
Pursuant to HRS §19-3.5, a person knowingly providing false information on a voter registration affidavit may be guilty of a Class C 
felony, punishable by up to five (5) years imprisonment and/or $10,000 fine. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
This Factsheet is intended for informational purposes only and should not be used as an authority on the Hawaii election law and 
deadlines.  Requirements and/or deadlines may change pending changes in legislation.  Consult the Hawaii Revised Statues and other 
sources for more detailed and accurate requirements. 
  

Office of Elections 
802 Lehua Avenue 

Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 
Phone: 808-453-VOTE(8683) 

Neighbor Island Toll Free: 1-800-442-VOTE(8683) 
TTY:  808-453-6150 

Neighbor Island Toll Free:  1-800-345-5915 
Internet:  www.hawaii.gov/elections 

  
Office of Elections - FSVS517J 
rev. 02/11/05 



1.  Get permission from your pastor.  Emphasize 
that the point is to register voters, not to 
promote a political viewpoint.   

2.  Select dates for your drive.  Hawaii Family 
Forum suggests conducting the drives for 2—3 
consecutive weeks.  You may also consider 
leaving blank “Wiki Wiki” forms out in a public 
place until October (when the general election 
registration deadline rolls around.)  In 2008, 
that date is October 6, 2008. 

3.  Try to advertise your voter drive in your church 
bulletins, newsletters and posters during the 
week(s) prior and during the drive.  If possible, 
have your pastor make an announcement from 
the pulpit. 

4.  Recruit volunteers to work the voter registration 
tables.   

5.  Make sure you have ample forms for 
distribution. 

6.  Be courteous, civil, and cordial when registering 
people to vote. 

7.  Be enthusiastic during the registration drive, but 
not overly assertive. 

8.  Do not infringe upon the public's right to refuse 
to register to vote. 

9.  Do not be coercive.  Coercion means the 
exercise of force or intimidation to obtain a 
desired result.  Such an action is considered a 
form of election fraud under Hawaii Revised 
States § 19‐3(4) and is strictly prohibited. 

10. Do not offer incentives. 

 
 

Rules published by the Office of 
Elections prohibit campaigning and the 
promotion of political issues during the 
execution of the voter registration—Hawaii 
Administrative Rules § 2‐51‐29(c)(3).  To avoid 
any misunderstanding, no campaigning or 
promotion of political issues should be 
permitted to occur in connection with a 
registration effort. If there is any such activity in 
the vicinity, applicants should be advised that 
the campaigning or promotion are not tied to 
the registration program in any way. 

 
"Completed voter registration forms shall not be 
collected by the distributing person or 
organization unless specific authorization is 
provided by the clerk or chief election officer 
(see “Become a Deputy Voter Registrar” on the 
reverse side of this flyer).  Each person who 
completes a registration form shall be directed 
to mail or deliver the completed registration 
form to the office of the appropriate clerk or the 
chief election officer.”  —Hawaii Administrative 
Rules § 2‐51‐29 (4) 
  
"Information provided by the person on the 
voter registration form is confidential until the 
registration application is accepted by the clerk 
and entered in the general county register.  An 
individual or organization distributing or 
collecting the registration forms shall not 
duplicate, copy, or otherwise make use of any 
information provided on the voter registration 
form."—Hawaii Administrative Rules §2‐51‐29 
(6) 

conduct a voter registration drive in your church 

“Wiki Wiki” forms can be  
downloaded from: 

http://hawaii.gov/elections/forms/voter_application.pdf 

THIS GUIDE IS PRODUCED BY THE HAWAII FAMILY FORUM IN COOPERATION WITH THE HAWAII CATHOLIC CONFERENCE.   
IT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY LEGAL COUNSEL AND MAY BE DISTRIBUTED IN CHURCHES. 



Become a Deputy Voter Registrar 
 
A Deputy Voter Registrar is a certified volunteer 
who distributes, collects, and turns‐in completed 
registration affidavits to their respective county 
registrar.  Registrars may receive a maximum of 
300 voter registration affidavits per month to 
distribute.  Camera‐ready copies of the affidavit 
are available upon request.  Deputy Voter 
Registrars are not authorized to register 
individuals for another county.  Individuals must 
return their completed affidavit to their respective 
County Clerk where s/he resides. 
 
Who may volunteer? 
 
Any registered voter may volunteer to be a Deputy 
Voter Registrar in the county which s/he resides.  
However, no candidate for office may serve. 
 
Every Deputy Voter Registrar is required to be 
certified every election year.  Interested 
individuals must contact their City Clerk directly 
for more information. 
 
City & County of Honolulu: (808) 523‐4293 
City Hall (Room 205), Honolulu Hale 
530 S. King Street 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
 
County of Hawaii:  (808) 961‐8277 
5 Aupuni Street, Room 209 
Hilo, HI 96720  
 
County of Maui: (808) 270‐7749   
Kalana O Maui Building 
200 South High Street, 7th floor 
Wailuku, HI 96793‐2155 
 
 
 
 

Other Do’s and Do Not’s for Churches Conducting 
Voter Registration Drives 
 
Churches and other church organizations can 
encourage members to participate in the electoral 
process: to register, to vote, to become informed 
on a broad range of issues, and to become active 
in the political life of the community .  

 
 

… remember at all times to emphasize 
registration, not politics 

… allow people from every political party to 
register 

 

 

... make statements that can be construed as 
endorsements or as promoting political issues, 
such as "Senator Smith is a committed Christian" 
or  "Do your part and vote for pro‐life candidates . 

...tell people who you are voting for during 
registration. 

...pass out  voter’s guides  while you are 
conducting a voter registration drive.  The table 
are strictly for voter registration. 

...collect the completed forms unless you are a 
certified Deputy Voter Registrar. 
 

For more information, visit Hawaii Family Forum at www.hawaiifamilyforum.org or  
The Hawaii Catholic Conference at www.catholichawaii.org. 

Sample Bulletin Announcement: 
 
We strongly urge all members of our church  
to register, to become informed on key issues,  
and to vote. The Church does not support or  
oppose any candidate, but seeks to focus attention 
on the moral and human dimensions of issues.  
We do not authorize the distribution of  
partisan political materials on church property. 



FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
HOMILY NOTES

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
21 September 2008

“Conscience Formation for Citizens”

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9

vs. 6: “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call him while he is near.”
vs. 8: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.”

We are told to seek the Lord, to desire the understanding of his thoughts and ways. 
Understanding begins with an open and humble heart, docile to God’s will and the Church’s 
teaching. If we truly desire and are open to understanding the deepest truths of life, God will help 
us to understand. This is precisely what the Church refers to as the formation of conscience, 
which is a necessary foundation for making sound moral choices in public life. 

• “The formation of conscience includes several elements. First, there is a desire to 
embrace goodness and truth. For Catholics this begins with a willingness and openness 
to seek the truth and what is right by studying Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the 
Church as contained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It is also important to 
examine the facts and background information about various choices. Finally, prayerful 
reflection is essential to discern the will of God. Catholics must also understand that if 
they fail to form their consciences they can make erroneous judgments” (Faithful 
Citizenship1, 18).

Responsorial Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18

vs. 18: “The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth.”

In order for our consciences to be properly formed, we must ask the Holy  Spirit to guide our 
hearts and minds.

• “The Church equips its members to address political and social questions by helping 
them to develop a well-formed conscience. Catholics have a serious and lifelong 
obligation to form their consciences in accord with human reason and the teaching of the 
Church. Conscience is not something that allows us to justify doing whatever we want, 
nor is it a mere ‘feeling’ about what we should or should not do. Rather, conscience is the 
voice of God resounding in the human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to do 
what is good while shunning what is evil. Conscience always requires serious attempts to 
make sound moral judgments based on the truths of our faith. As stated in the Catechism 

1 “Faithful Citizenship” refers to the document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political 
Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States (14 November 2007) and can be read online at 
www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf.

http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf


of the Catholic Church, ‘Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the human person 
recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act that he is going to perform, is in the 
process of performing, or has already completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged 
to follow faithfully what he knows to be just and right’ (no. 1778)” (Faithful Citizenship, 
17).

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a

vs. 21: “For to me life is Christ […].”
vs. 27: “Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the Gospel of Christ.”

St. Paul reminds us that “life is Christ.” In order for us to live in Christ, we must conduct 
ourselves accordingly and desire all the more to conform our will to his. As we prepare to vote in 
this year’s election we must ask ourselves, what does Christ want for our nation?

• “Aided by the virtue of prudence in the exercise of well-formed consciences, Catholics 
are called to make practical judgments regarding good and evil choices in the political 
arena. There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because 
they are always incompatible with love of God and neighbor. Such actions are so deeply 
flawed that they are always opposed to the authentic good of persons. These are called 
‘intrinsically evil’ actions. They must always be rejected and opposed and must never be 
supported or condoned. A prime example is the intentional taking of innocent human life, 
as in abortion and euthanasia. In our nation, ‘abortion and euthanasia have become 
preeminent threats to human dignity because they directly attack life itself, the most 
fundamental human good and the condition for all others’ (Living the Gospel of Life, no. 
5). It is a mistake with grave moral consequences to treat the destruction of innocent 
human life merely as a matter of individual choice. A legal system that violates the basic 
right to life on the grounds of choice is fundamentally flawed. Similarly, direct threats to 
the sanctity and dignity of human life, such as human cloning and destructive research on 
human embryos, are also intrinsically evil. These must always be opposed. Other direct 
assaults on innocent human life and violations of human dignity, such as genocide, 
torture, racism, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can never be 
justified” (Faithful Citizenship, 21-23). 

Alleluia Verse: “Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.”
Again, we are reminded today of our need to be open to the Word of God that we might be 
formed according to the mind of God.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a

vs. 15-16: “‘Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.”

Today’s Gospel is disturbing to those who do not understand the justice of God. He loves all with 
equity and treats all with justice. The Father does not show favoritism, for we are all his beloved 



sons and daughters. We are therefore called to be open to those around us and to treat them with 
equal respect for their dignity: born and unborn, rich and poor, citizen and alien – we are all 
children of God, brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. As we look to the upcoming election and 
beyond, we recognize that our commitment to the dignity of every human being must shape our 
decisions as citizens.

• “We are a nation founded on ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,’ but the right to 
life itself is not fully protected, especially for unborn children, the most vulnerable 
members of the American family. We are called to be peacemakers in a nation at war. We 
are a country pledged to pursue ‘liberty and justice for all,’ but we are too often divided 
across lines of race, ethnicity, and economic inequality. We are a nation of immigrants, 
struggling to address the challenges of many new immigrants in our midst. We are a 
society built on the strength of our families, called to defend marriage and offer moral 
and economic supports for family life. We are a powerful nation in a violent world, 
confronting terror and trying to build a safer, more just, more peaceful world. We are an 
affluent society where too many live in poverty and lack health care and other necessities 
of life. We are part of a global community facing urgent threats to the environment that 
must sustain us. These challenges are at the heart of public life and at the center of the 
pursuit of the common good” (Faithful Citizenship, 2).

The Ten Goals of Faithful Citizenship (cited directly from paragraph 90):

• Address the preeminent requirement to protect the weakest in our midst—innocent unborn 
children—by restricting and bringing to an end the destruction of unborn children through 
abortion.
• Keep our nation from turning to violence to address fundamental problems—a million 
abortions each year to deal with unwanted pregnancies, euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal 
with the burdens of illness and disability, the destruction of human embryos in the name of 
research, the use of the death penalty to combat crime, and imprudent resort to war to address 
international disputes.
• Define the central institution of marriage as a union between one man and one woman, and 
provide better support for family life morally, socially, and economically, so that our nation helps 
parents raise their children with respect for life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship 
and responsibility.
• Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that secures our borders, treats immigrant workers 
fairly, offers an earned path to citizenship, respects the rule of law, and addresses the factors that 
compel people to leave their own countries.
• Help families and children overcome poverty: ensuring access to and choice in education, as 
well as decent work at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the vulnerable in our 
nation, while also helping to overcome widespread hunger and poverty around the world, 
especially in the areas of development assistance, debt relief, and international trade.
• Provide health care for the growing number of people without it, while respecting human life, 
human dignity, and religious freedom in our health care system.
• Continue to oppose policies that reflect prejudice, hostility toward immigrants, religious 
bigotry, and other forms of discrimination.



• Encourage families, community groups, economic structures, and government to work together 
to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, and care for creation, with full respect for 
religious groups and their right to address social needs in accord with their basic moral 
convictions.
• Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force—examining for what 
purposes it may be used, under what authority, and at what human cost—and work for a 
“responsible transition” to end the war in Iraq.
• Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights and religious liberty, 
and advance economic justice and care for creation. 



FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
HOMILY NOTES

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
26 October 2008

“Our Commitment to Faithful Citizenship”

First Reading: Exodus 22:20-26

vs. 20: “You shall not molest  or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves in the land 
of Egypt.”

vs. 26: “If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am compassionate.”

The United States of America was founded by foreigners; we are descendents of immigrants. In 
today’s first reading, God reminds his people that they were once foreigners, and gives them the 
command to care for those who find themselves without home as they once were. We have an 
obligation to care for the needs of the most  vulnerable members of our society: the unborn, the 
poor, the unemployed, the homeless, and the immigrant. They need us to speak on their behalf.

• “We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and 
ideological differences. We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. 
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions and requires us to eradicate racism and 
address the extreme poverty and disease plaguing so much of the world. Solidarity also 
includes the Scriptural call to welcome the stranger among us—including immigrants 
seeking work, a safe home, education for their children, and a decent life for their 
families. In light of the Gospel’s invitation to be peacemakers, our commitment to 
solidarity with our neighbors—at home and abroad—also demands that we promote 
peace and pursue justice in a world marred by terrible violence and conflict. Decisions 
on the use of force should be guided by traditional moral criteria and undertaken only as 
a last resort. As Pope Paul VI taught: ‘If you want peace, work for justice’ (World Day of 
Peace Message, January 1, 1972)” (Faithful Citizenship1, 53)

Responsorial Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51

vs. 2: “I love you, O Lord, my strength, O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.”

God is the foundation for our lives – we owe him everything that we are and that we have. We 
are reminded that all is gift and thus we return it to him by being generous towards those in need. 

1 “Faithful Citizenship” refers to the document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political 
Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States (14 November 2007) and can be read online at 
www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf.

http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf


• “Catholic voters should use the framework of Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ 
positions on issues affecting human life and dignity as well as issues of justice and peace, 
and they should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and performance. It is 
important for all citizens to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric 
critically, and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party 
affiliation or mere self-interest’ (Living the Gospel of Life, no. 33)” (Faithful Citizenship, 
41). 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10

vs. 6: “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction, 
with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became a model for all believers in Macedonia 
and Achaia.” 

Paul encouraged the believers of Thessalonica to follow his example and that of Christ in their 
everyday lives, and in so doing become models to all those around them. We too are called to be 
model Catholics and model citizens, and in this way we “serve the living God” (vs. 10). This is 
achieved in two ways: 1) by actively engaging in the voting process and 2) praying for all of the 
candidates and their respective political parties. St. Paul tells us that we must pray for our civil 
authorities: “First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be 
offered for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that  we may lead a quiet and tranquil life 
in all devotion and dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our Savior, who wills everyone to 
be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

• “In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in 
political life is a moral obligation. This obligation is rooted in our baptismal commitment 
to follow Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do. As the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church reminds us, ‘It is necessary that all participate, each according to his 
position and role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent in the 
dignity of the human person. . . . As far as possible citizens should take an active part in 
public life’ (nos. 1913-1915)” (Faithful Citizenship, 13).

• “These themes from Catholic social teaching provide a moral framework that does not 
easily fit ideologies of ‘right’ or ‘left,’ ‘liberal’ or ‘conservative,’ or the platform of any 
political party. They are not partisan or sectarian, but reflect fundamental ethical 
principles that are common to all people” (Faithful Citizenship, 55).

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40

vv. 37-40: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on these 
two commandments.”



Jesus gives us the revolutionary New Law, the Law of Love. He sums up the law and the 
prophets by  the command to love God above all things and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
“And who is my  neighbor,” we might ask. The parable of the Good Samaritan gives the answer. 
He cares for the man in need though he was of a different nationality, culture, and religion. Our 
neighbors are all around us and Christ calls us to reach out to them, to defend their basic right to 
life and their rights to what is need for a decent life. How often do we say: “That doesn’t  concern 
me” or “That is not my problem”? Jesus reminds us of the “golden rule”: treat others the way we 
desire to be treated. We must not turn our back on those in need.

• “The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of 
conception until natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It 
must always be opposed” (Faithful Citizenship, 28).

• “The right to life implies and is linked to other human rights—to the basic goods that 
every human person needs to live and thrive. All the life issues are connected, for erosion 
of respect for the life of any individual or group in society necessarily diminishes respect 
for all life. The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our neighbors—basic needs 
such as food, shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work—is universally 
binding on our consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by a variety of means. 
Catholics must seek the best ways to respond to these needs. As Blessed Pope John XXIII 
taught, ‘[Each of us] has the right to life, to bodily integrity, and to the means which are 
suitable for the proper development of life; these are primarily food, clothing, shelter, 
rest, medical care, and, finally, the necessary social services’ (Pacem in Terris, no. 
11)” (Faithful Citizenship, 25). 

Context: 

With the election only two weeks away, the bishops of our nation remind the Catholic faithful of 
their moral obligation to vote responsibly as citizens whose faith informs their decisions.

• “The Church is principled but not ideological. We cannot compromise basic principles or 
moral teaching. We are committed to clarity about our moral teaching and to civility. In 
public life, it is important to practice the virtues of justice and charity that are at the core 
of our Tradition. We should work with others in a variety of ways to advance our moral 
principles. 
In light of these principles and the blessings we share as part of a free and democratic 
nation, we bishops vigorously repeat our call for a renewed kind of politics: 
• Focused more on moral principles than on the latest polls 
• Focused more on the needs of the weak than on benefits for the strong 
• Focused more on the pursuit of the common good than on the demands of narrow 

interests 
This kind of political participation reflects the social teaching of our Church and the best 
traditions of our nation” (Faithful Citizenship, 60-62). 




