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Hawaij Is Poised
to Allow Doctors
to As@ Suicides

By KIM MURPHY
TIMEE STAFF WRITER

Hawraii is expected to become
the second state to allow physi-
cian-asgsizted nucide, two weeks af-
ter a judpe cebuffed the federal
government's attempt to ban the
practice m Oregon

The state Senate is scheduled to
takce a final wote teday on a law
nearly identical ta the Jregon stat-
ute. After an emotiomal debate
Tuesday night, the measure passed
the Senate on an itial vate of 13
to 12, leaving both sides scram-
ing over the next £8 hours ta line
up votes for & final reading, res

3 kepresanta-
tives appeoved bwe “desth wilh
dignity” bills in early March, But
the measure was stalled in the Ha-
wail Semate, in part becauss of US.
Arty. Gen. John Ashcroft’s move to
ganction doctors i Ore whao
preseribed lethal drags under that
gtate’s law.

Asheroft's directive, issued In
Movembes, found that doctars who
pregeribe drugs such as barhim-
rates to hasten the death of the ter-
minally ill are in vialation of fed-
eral drug trafficking laws But a
federal judge in Oregon raled last
momth that Asheroft had over-
stepped his authority, a devebop-
menk that helped revive the stalied
legisiation in Hawmdi,

Orn Wednesday, ]M‘Prs for pa-
tientz im Oregon who kad sued to
challenge the Asheroft directive
filed a claim in federal court seek-
Ing searly 81 mifllon §n allomey's
feez, The claim was filed under a
stabufe that allows reimbnizeement
for citizens whoe must uge the
ooiarts bo enforse ther nights.

"= unfortunate that you have
an ideclogical decision an the pert
of the attormey general that is now
going to be paid far by the tax-
pavers,” sald Eathryn Tucker, legal
director for Compassbon in Dying,

Phone

who helped represent the patiests
who sued,

The Justice Department s sid
it is cansidering an appeal of T2
District Judge Robert Jones' rub
ing. but has not yet fdied cne.

Bearwhile, on April 1, the
Metherlands became the frst coun-
try bo fully legalize euthanasi,
sanctioming what effectivedy had
been the practics in that country
for mary years Bimilar legislation
iz expected to become law in Bel-
gium,

In Hawaii, the biggest pro-
cedural stumbling block has besn
put up by state Sen. David Matsm-
ra, chairman of the Hexlth and Hu-
man Serwced Commmdtes,. Until
thiz week, he had refused to move
the bill forward, despite approval
of @ nearly identical measure i the
=lale Hopse,

Senators voted 15 to 10 on Tues-
day night to recall the hill to the
fleor, then adopted it on an ifdtial
vole. Today's vote, If the numbers
hald, would constitute final pas-
sage. Ome af the Senate’s thres Hes
publicasz, Beob Hogue of enstern
Calu. was ameng these voting for
the meazrs,

The bill & nearly identical m
wonding 19 Oregons  statute
adopted as a voler mnitiatve. The
low ook effect in 1357 zo far, 91
terminally il Oregoniars  have
taken their lives with a phreician’z
hedp, The law requires that appli-
cants by diagnosed with less than
s morihs to kive and be free of
depression. Patlents must fecon-
firm their decizsions after the re-
fjuest.

Several senators in Tuesday's
debate challenged the value of
these safeguands,

“This isn't aboat death with dig-
nity, this 14 death by murder,” Re-
publican  Sen. Fred Hummings
said. “There's wothing dignified
about, asking adoctar to pit mome-
aae Lo death.”

Bul Sen. Hobert Nakata, a
Democrat aned a1 Melhodist minis-
ter, epoke in favac of the lepala-
tom. *T hefieve that death i &n in-
tegral part of life, and if we could
Ioak at it in that sense, we can wel-
come death when our time comes,”
Maleala said.

'HI'-"P-Q‘f'l.IiI}'. it'll be & death w3th a
lot of dignity; time to sy aur good-

biyes and move on”




