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Sur rise _mﬁm HQ.B mdoaob Eo.ﬁmpom &.oEuoa after outcry

, .mmmwwmm abortion of third
trifester - viable babies “for
“any’orno’reason up to the
point-of “live birth: Sound
_,".,om.mmmmmocmv Of course. But this
wvery conduct would have been le-
-galized in Hawaii if a proposal re-
ccently heard in the state house ju-

sdiclary committee (HB1242): wmm”....

ﬁmmmmm into Taw.

ﬂwm_nwmmm..ﬁ the: nabﬂoﬁ.@me

.wmoﬂmwom was removed from the
,gw Not without B&.owmmon
~Here’s how it happened.
.As the first half of the session
“was winding to-a close, ‘we at
the Hawaii -Family Forum “and
Hawaii Catholic Conference
were .pleased with the tone of
the 2006 legislature: Affordable
‘housing and homeless"issues
have been a top priority; physi-
cian ‘assisted suicide proposals
were not - considered; and the
-two St. Francis Medical Centers

remained:free to operate in ac-

cordance with their religious
and m@:n& aﬁmnﬂﬁww .

_._.rmz qcmmgms _mﬂm mmmaoo:

“"A’single 'bill appears on the
mmm:am of the house judiciary
comunittee. Its title simply reads
“Relating to section 453-16 Ha-
‘wail Revised Statutes.” An im-
_mediate red- flag. We look fur-
‘ther. Heart sinks. It is an abor-
‘tion bill, The first several

‘date” that old- mnmcmmm. S
“But m.m.,.,.ﬁw 'saying: goes,
”.amSH isin the details, :

M.<mmmmm that tucked away in Sec-

tion 2, paragraph (b) was alittle -
‘provision ‘that ‘would have ex-.

‘panded Hawaii’s abortion law
by eliminating -one of Hawaii’s
‘only restrictions on the books ~
the exclusion of “viable fetuses”
from the definition of abortion.
This little two-line change,
the very essence of which was
denied in the bill's own purpose
language, would have legalized
late-term abortion right up to
HWmmanoﬁszﬁw. s

: cﬂo:.mr.ﬁwm m.m%o% of. ;
‘this bill: so it said, was to “up- = ph .
' “busy, And we were hopeful ‘the
people ‘would respond to the
5 nmm.ﬁo,..mnmon.

- Further analysis of the bill re- _...” .:Eqm day ...

mﬁm.

Time to call out the troops.

More important discussions
with key lawmakers. They all

. appear unaware of what the bill

actually does. They repeat the

“purpose language that “this is

just a technical bill.” They are

- showed the acrual text, which

does far more than that, Many
are concerned. Some are very
concerned.

Meanwhile, many regular
folks have said "rm% will come to

the hearing to oppose the bill.

.2_9.@3 life m:muwoﬁma

_._.rm___smmncam...m:;o::nmﬁmzw

Huo_,.mm.nom _mna 'voices of the’
ommunity made plans to alter

~com alter .ﬂ%ﬂ
”.99 mnrmaamm in order S.ﬂ.mwo._

‘was joined in the .mﬁmnm.nm@ﬁ&,

room 325, which was

‘Before public testimony: was
the ‘presiding legislator,
vice chairRep. Blake Oshiro an-
nounced:there. ' ‘was 'a

misperception about the bill. He

aid after talking to the bill's an-

x..”%oa . they discovered a “draft-
‘ing errot,” which was responsi-

ble for: the abortion expansion

...language. Rep. Oshiro said:that

- “was not the bill's'intent. He
- pledgeditwo more times — once
to.the lieutenant. governor dur-
-ing his testimony-and once to

me during mine —that he

" would not alter the nﬁﬁmﬂ.ﬁ defi-
- nition of abortion and therefote

not expand mmém:m current
abortion law.
We were very Emmmma Emn%

were skeptical about the “draft-

ing error” explanation, but,
whatever the reason, Rep.
Oshiro’s assurance .was wel-
come news, .

“We’ re Uowm?H but. wm:\m to wait

Others in the room included
Christian leaders from various
denominations and many
moms, dads, aunties and uncles.
All of them spoke about the
need to defend the human
rights of the unborn child and'to
provide better options .for
women facing unplanned preg-
nancies, Some even spoke about
their.own abortion experiences,
their.regret, and their forgive-
ness through Christ.

The tone was civil, even chari-
table, ‘as it must always be. The
message was clear. And the abor-
tion expansion wHoSEo: was
-dropped.

HB1242 is still not a good bill.
Your legislators still need to hear
from you. For more information
about HB1242 and its saga to
-date, to identify your legislators,
or to sign up for our e-mail alert
list, log on to the Hawaii Family
Forum -website at www. hawaii
familyforum.org.

"And to those of you who got
involved, mahalo! It made a dif-
ference — for life.
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of the Hawaii Family Forum, a
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