
June—July, 2003 

     I believe we must be diligent to preserve and build on that foundation for 
our children and our children’s children.  Being a voice for families is an 
ongoing challenge for us. 
     I ask for your fervent prayers and continued support for HFF.  Please pray 
for God’s wisdom, courage and strength as we move forward to face the 
impending challenges.  Pray too for the leaders of our city, county, state and 
country (1 Timothy 2:1-3).   
     Together, with God’s help, we can be faithful soldiers of the truth.  God 
is calling you too—to speak out for those who cannot speak for themselves 
(Proverbs 31:8-9) and to be a righteous people. 
     What a great country we live in.  I hope each of you had a wonderful 
Fourth of July holiday with your family praising God for and celebrating the 
birth of our great country and the freedoms we hold dear—one nation under 
God with liberty and justice for all.   
     God Bless America and God Bless You!   
     I look forward to meeting you and getting to know you as we labor 
together for the Kingdom. 
 

A SPECIAL ALOHA FROM KELLY 
 
My Dearest Friends: 
It has been one of the greatest privileges of my life to be a part of HFF.  The 
men and women who make up the HFF Board of Directors are among the 
finest I've ever known. I will miss them all. Working with Leinaala 
Drummond at the start of HFF was a tremendous blessing.  I firmly believe 
her faithful leadership in praying for HFF provided a deep and firm 
foundation.  I've also been tremendously blessed to work with Eva Simmons 
(now Andrade) this past year and a half.  She has brought tremendous talent 
and energy to HFF and will continue to provide stability during the transition 
time. Eva has been a key player in Hawaii's battle for the family for nearly a 
decade.  She's a tremendous resource. Be sure to use her.  Finally, I'm 
thrilled Denice von Gnechten is the new Executive Director.  She will 
provide great new leadership, taking HFF to a whole new exciting level of 
growth.  Please give Denice your strongest support and pray for her as she 
undertakes this exciting ministry.  I'm thankful for her willingness to 
sacrifice for the sake of ministry. If you think of it, pray for me and my 
family.  I will be entering a new phase of full-time mommyhood.  As many 
of you know, this will bring plenty of challenges of its own - but it is more 
than worth it. Finally, be sure to always focus on your own family life. No 
matter how worthy your work or ministry, may it never happen at the 
expense of your ohana.   
With much aloha,  
Kelly. 

To find out more about Hawaii Family Forum, visit our website at: 
http://www.hawaiifamilyforum.org 
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HFF Welcomes Local  Attorney J. Denice von Gnechten 
     No stranger to family issues, local Christian attorney Denice von Gnechten 
said “yes” to the challenge of heading up the Hawaii Family Policy Council.  
On June 16, 2003, Denice began her new role of defending families in Hawaii 
via Hawaii Family Forum. 
 

A Few Words From the New Executive Director 
     Aloha Friends!  What a blessing it is for me to join 
Hawaii Family Forum and strive to help Hawaii’s families 
stay strong, centered and supported.  From the days I 
struggled through law school, knowing God had a purpose 
for placing me there, I have prayed for a job where I could 
glorify Him in an effective way.  I have prayed too for a 
position I could approach with passion. 
     Through a series of events (miracles perhaps), God gave 
the call and here I am.  Now when I wake up each day and 
pinch myself as I sing praise for a life in paradise, I add a second pinch with 
the realization that I am working with HFF.  What a blessing and a privilege! 
     Since this is my first HFF newsletter, I thought it appropriate to tell you a 
bit about myself so that you can get to know me. 
     I was born and raised by Christian parents in the Appalachian Mountains of 
Western North Carolina.  My family taught me to love God, love my neighbors 
and love my country.  At the age of eleven I gave my life to Christ and have 
attempted to live for Him ever since.  I was baptized in the church where my 
parents met and were married and where my grandfather still attends.  Being a 
voice for families has deep roots for me. 
     In 1989 I received my Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from the 
University of San Diego and in 1997 a Juris Doctorate degree from the 
William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii.  Eighteen 
years ago, I met the man of my dreams, Rick, (see photo), who quickly won 
my heart.  After three years of marriage, he whisked me off to his island home 
and we’ve been here ever since. 
That’s twelve years in paradise--the first three on the Big Island and the last 
nine here on Oahu.  Rick and I are raising our three precious children, in 
accordance with God’s design for the family, here in this beautiful gathering 
place.  Being a voice for families is constantly close to my heart. 
     Before God opened the door for me to attend law school, I spent a number 
of years in the legal community as a paralegal.  My experiences before, during 
and after law school have given me much insight into the laws, both good and 
bad, of our great land, and a newly fueled desire to preserve the principles 
upon which our country was founded.   
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